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new grounds of satisfaction for the early and marked
declaration which I made against those illusions and
modes of proceeding which are held out to our imita-
tion, . . . Most affectionately yours ever,

< EDM, BUKOI.

* Duke Street, St. James': November 29, 1790.'

Sir Gilbert Elliot to Lady Elliot.

' Edinburgh: - December 4,1790.

61 am most sincerely sorry for what Burke tells me
of Fox's opinion about his book. It looks like adhering
to Sheridan against Burke, and if so, is a miserable
choice. I hear that there were great civilities between
Pitt and Fox on the first debate in the House, and that
Pitt moved the call of the House, and was seconded by
Fox; but that Fox is prepared, nevertheless, for a
violent attack on the Convention.1 There is a talk of
an equal land-tax of 6cl. in the pound. This is a strong
measure, and is likely to give great discontent to the
landed interest. An equal land-tax means a tax ac-
cording to the real present value of land, instead of the
old settled valuation according to which the land-tax
is now collected- This leads to an actual survey and
estimate of property, which is always an odious
measure, and it shakes the security on which land has
been bought, and long possessed, as the present rate of
the land-tax has been considered as a settled rule by
which every man knows what proportion he should pay.

1 With Spain.